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1 
IETTER 
To 


SIR JOHN SCOTT, 


SIR! 3 
I I FEEL myſelf impelled to take the liberty 
of addreſſing you, not in the ſpirit of hoſtility and 
defiance, but with the firmneſs and æquanimity of 
conſcious reEtitude ;—in a language equally remote 
from vexation and reſentment, from ſubmiſſion and 
adulation ;—with an indifference to all human con- 
| ſequences, which might appear like affectation to 
a ſtranger, if exhibited in correſpondent words; 
in ſuch language, I ſay, and with ſuch affections, I 
preſume to ſolicit your attention, and that of our 
countrymen at large, to a few remarks on the late 
trial in Guildhall, Great allowances ſhould un- 
doubtedly be made, and thoſe allowances are made 
by me, for the conduct of men bigotted by educa- 
tion, embarraſſed by impure connections, entangled 
in the trammels of forms and the tyranny of prece- 
dents, under the dignified and ſonorous title of, 
« the MWiſdom of our Anceflors;” „ 


(The claſſics of an age, that heard of none) 


which are regarded by the ſcholaſtic ſpeculators of 
abſtract truth, as the deſpicable figments of unen- 
1 8 periods, and the accumulated abſurdities 
of ignorant and intereſted men. For, to condemn 
modern intellect of infelicity, with the experiences 
of the paſt before it, in competition with the en- 


perpetually educing ſuperior virtue“ from en- 


. 
dowments of our progenitors, is not only a libel on 
the meaſures of divine providence itſelf, which is 


creaſing knowledge; but contradicts the cleareſt 
deductions of the moſt renowned ſages of antiquity, 
Say not thou, what is the cauſe that the former days 
were better than theſe : for thou doſt not enquire wiſely 
r Cn IDE a Ts eos 
With theſe allowances for the untowardneſs of 
your ſituation, and the fundamental erroneouſneſs 
of your conceptions, , as they appear to me, I feel 
no diſpoſition to condemn your conduct towards 
myſelf on the late occaſion, as rigorous or uncan- 
did; and gladly make this public acknowledge- 
ment in your favour. But a few particulars then 
occurred to my notice, to which I cannot fo readily 
concede; and which, though a reſpe& for you 
might have induced me to paſs by in filence, I 
am called upon to review by conſiderations of pub- 
lic duty, and (with your leave) by a ſtill paramount 
 Inſtigation, a REVERENCE for MYSELF T. However, 
though it be moſt reſolutely both my intention and 
my wiſh not to utter a ſingle ſyllable, that can 
cauſe uneaſineſs to a mind really virtuous, or that 
ought to give offence to one, who entertains the 
leaſt reſpe& for private opinion and liberal. diſcuſ- 
| Hon; I have been for ſome time doubtful, whether 
a maxim of our Saviour, whoſe precepts and con- 
duct are my ſole guides even in the molt trivial 
* Iſalah, xi. 9. 2 Peter, i. cg. + Eccleſiaſtes, vii. 10. 
1 — TAYTWy 0s ANOT ITY UE TRUTOY * 
Pythagoras. Seneca, de benef. wi. 1. —se magis veritus, 
quam alios. Democritus, in Stob. ecl. mor, xxxi. Mas % 


TOAU- ANA TWY GXAWY TERUTOY Gur yuventai. Pindar, Pyth, 
Iv. 308. | „ ö 2 
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150 
incidents of human life, did not by it's implied 
application diſſuade me from this procedure; 
When they perſecute you in one city, flee into another *. 
as I ſaw you diſpoſed alas! to wield that ſword of 
the law, by which you are armed, with a ſeverity, 
I ſhould be extremely ſorry to ſee exerciſed on 
_ yourſelf T. For the letter of conciliation and apo- 
logy, formerly written to you privately in behalf 
of Cuthell, appeared to have produced the contrary 
effects of exaſperation and reſentment ; and the oil 
of tranquillity ſerved but to rouſe the troubled ocean 
into a degree of fury ſeldom witneſſed even on that 
element. Yourſelf, Sir ! and a pre-eminently foul 


apoſtate Þ,— 8 
(Omnibus umbra locis adero; dabis, IMPROBE ! pœnas.) 


who is daily accumulating the reprobation of the 
wiſe and good, and will reap a full harveſt in the 


Matthew, x. 23. + Your illaudable aptitude at 
proſecution reminds me of a verſe to be found in ſeveral col- 
lectors of old proverbs : | 

Any bete, Kd 005 Tarr Huvh. 

He action for aſſault allows, Sir! 

If Fack A, B ſhould bite A Towzer. 


4 Matthew, xxili, 13. 27— 34. 2 Peter, ii. 20, 21. This 
ſcourge of nations, fince my laſt rencounter with him, has 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a $aBBATH BREAKER, and, I fear, 
in the eftimation of Jesus, (ſee Matthew, v. 28. and com- 
pare Juvenal, xiii. 209. ſee alſo the collect for John the 
Baptiſt's feſtival in the Common Prayer) a-MURDERER alſo; 
thus inſulting and defying, by one act and in one inſtant, the 
laws of Gop-and of his | Sica Yet, as I profeſs myſelf 
one of that number, not diſapproved by St. Paul, Romans, 
XIV. g. who efteem every day alike, I will readily acquit him 
on the former count: and, as I firmly believe, and*fincerely 
hope, that the piſtols of both combatants were charged with 

nothing upon earth but chew'd pager or ſome ſimilar innox- 
ious materials, I as cordially diſcharge him from the /econd. 
In further demonſtration of my philanthropy, I earneſtly 


* 


execrations of poſterity: Joureelt I fay, and this 
man, when Mr. Tierney, with the moſt benevo- 
lent intentions, but with unadviſed precipitation 
and inexcuſable incorrectneſs, mentioned our caſe 
in the houſe of commons, thundered and lightened 
your coruſcations and tempeſts of indignation on 
this devoted object; the piteous beadsman, who 
now ventures to preſent himſelf before you!! 

- Beſides, another ſuſpicion came into my mind 
in oppoſition to this addreſs; and, if that were 
well founded, an attempt to influence you on the 
pPreſent ſubject was evidently doomed to the moſt 
unfortunate termination poſſible. Your judgment 
might probably accede to a remark of the noble 
and learned judge, who preſided on that memorable 
- day; and ſpoke of himſelf as © having made up 
ce his mind on certain ſubjects :” moulding where. 
withal his own private practice into an unlimited 
poſition for the regulation of human life in gene- 
ral: viz. © That there was a period of life, when 
cc it became the wiſdom of a man to be ſatisfied 
c with his knowledge, and to ſhut up his under- 
i ſtanding to all further enquiry and improve- 
« ment.” The delivery of this extraordinary ſen- 
timent, which was aſcribed to Add! You made me 
ſuminon my recollections. 


& Ceſſatum uſque adhuc eſt ; nunc porro, Eſchine! ex- 
aer ; | 


id I to myſelf with conſiderable emotion. K 
c lord e s maxim be juſt, thou haſt labour- | 


beſeech my old and much eſteemed friend the biſhop of 
Lincoln, (and in this I ſhall only /pur the willing courſer) to 
abſolve him from the aggregate of this offence ; and I laſtly 
entreat Mr. Wilberforce, (with a hearty wiſh that my intereſt 
with him were greater than, I fear, it is) to re-admit this 
wortay 1 name into his catalogue of vital Chi Wes. 


e 


« ed, oe hong, my dear heart! under a fundamen- 
« tal error ſince the beginning of thy reaſoning ex- 
ec iſtence: and it is time for thee to diſabuſe thyſelf 
cc of thy temerarious and irrational perſuaſions.“ 
But, in oppoſition to ſuch great authority, it was pre- 
ſently ſuggeſted to my thoughts, that ſome reſpedl- 
able advocates were on my ſide ; eſpecially one So- 
LON, @ citizen of no mean city; or rather legiſlator to 
the moſt accompliſhed ſtate for arts and letters, that 
has yet diffuſed it's radiance through the regions of 
Intellect and Science. This man, who has de- 
ſervedly eſtabliſhed an illuſtrious name both for 
wiſdom and experience with poſterity, as well as 
by contemporaries, aſſerts moſt expreſsly of him- 
ſelf, es | He A re FL 


80 Tupac FT der TAX dòidaαιοẽU = 
I grow in Wiſdom, as I grow in years. 


I would fondly hope, therefore, that Sir John Scott 
is rather diſpoſed with me, bad company as I am, 
to be a diſciple of the Athenian lawgiver on this 
occaſion, than of the Britiſh judge: eſpecially too, 
as he may not have arrived at that grand climac- 
teric of information, when it becomes more ad- 
viſeable to acquieſce in the remaining follies of 
mortality, than to diſcard them, by vigorouſly 

- purſuing the direction of a ſacred penman, and 


- 


GOING ON 'UNTO PERFECTION ®. 


After this unſophiſticated and uncourtly adjuſt- 
ment of preliminaries, proceed we to a diſcuſſion | 


* Hebrews, vi. 1. compare Philippians, iii. 12—15. Of 
ſuch doctrines it may truly be ſaid, Theſe things are good and 

| profitable unto men: Titus, iii. 8. But there are people who 
Jabber creeds and mumble pater - noſters all their lives, and con- 
tinue no leſs ignorant of the power and ſpirit of CuRisTI- 

ANITY, as a noble invigorator of the heart and intellect, 
than a benighted changeling of Cafraria. 


(8) 


of a few not unintereſting points, that conſtitute 
the principal object of this addreſs. = 
| .. 1. You expreſt yourſelf, Sir! in your reply to 
Mr. Erſkine, as extremely ſcandaliſed at my uſe 
of ſuch phraſes, as the . poorer claſſes of ſociety.” 
| You animadverted on this language in a very in- 
dignant ſtyle of philoſophical ratiocination, bor. 
dering even on theological folemnity. * The va- 
© rious orders of ſociety,” you replied (I mean to 
give the ſubſtance, not the words, of your obſerva- 
tions) were of divine appointment; and the poor 
© became a neceſſary part in the general arrange- 
_ © ment of the Creator. Your gravity, your piety, 
and ſummary deciſion, brought to my recollection 
ſome appoſite verſes of our illuſtrious moral ſatiriſt: 
« God cannot love“ (ſays Blunt, with tearleſs eyes) 
„The wretch he ſtarves:“ —and pioufly denies. 
But the good biſhop, with a meeker air, | 
Admits, and leaves them, Providence's care. 


Why, yes truly. Sicneſs alſo is the allotment of 
God: but is that ſcripture therefore to be con- 
temned, which bids us honour a phyſician with the 
hanour due, becauſe the Lord created him“? Theſe 
inequalities certainly are the diſpenfations of the 
Deity, who has ordained this intermixture of good 
and evil, for wiſe and gracious purpoſes; for the proof 
of philanthropy on one hand, and of reſignation on 
the other. Put ſuch trials are ſtill evils in them- 
ſelves, though the benevolent means of our im- 
provement in fublimer virtue by a harfh and rigid 
diſcipline. FF np 
— neee 
Haud facilem eſſe viam voluit; primusque per artem 
Movit agros, curis acuens mortalia corda, | 
Nec torpere gravi paſſus ſua regna veterno. _ 
. | Virg. Geo. I. 121. 


* Eccleſiaſticus, xxxviil. 1. 


(9) 


Would vou, Sir John or any other individual i in 
the richer claſſes of ſociety, 


_ Heathcote himſelf, and ſuch large-acred men; 
Lords of fat Eſham, or of Lincol u e —.— 


a end ye accept the apology. of a tenant for he 
non · payment of his rent, from the multitude. of (x 
weeds, which the diſpenſations of the Lord of Na- | þ 
ture ſpread with unremitting luxuriance over the _ | 
ſurface of his fields? No: you would expect him 
to counteract this untowardlineſs of miſchievous 
fertility, by every exertion of manual labour and 
agricultural ingenuity. Such, I opine, preciſely is 
the duty of the rich and powerful towards the poor: 
not a ſupine acquieſcence under a pretence of pro- 
vidential diſpenſation, but an unceaſing effort to 
an eſſential melioration of mortality, by a gradual 13 
eſtabliſhment of more equality among them, and a K 
conſequent. baniſhment of one grand fource of 1g- | 
norance and wretchedneſs from the earth. Though 
you, however, be unhappily of a different ſentiment 
from me in this reſpect, I can caſily conſole my- 
| ſelf under ſuch misfortune, by reflecting, that I 1 
am authoriſed in theſe ſpeculations by the precepts 
and practice of a perſonage highly dignified, and 
ſupereminently gifted :. no leſs a character indeed, 
than one, of whom we both have heard, but nei- 
ther of us, I fear, have followed ſo ſteadily and 
loved fo fervently as we ſhould have done; — J Esuvs 
or NazaRETH, the great agile * of Jehovah, 
and the Saviour of the world. Sir ! the poor, whom 
1 commiſerate, whoſe condition even in this civi- N 
lized country, dark, and depraved as it is from that _ 


53 Hebrews, ili. | 17 


B 


. 


darkneſs, I would facrifice even my life to mend; but 
whom you ſo contentedly reſign to the infelicities of 
their lot: — the poor, I ſay, were the capital con- 
cern of THE Son Or GOD. THE Poor have the 
goſpel preached to them *. This oracle of divine wif. 
dom makes, you ſee, his peculiar: conſideration of 
the poor even a criterion of the authenticity of his 
-cceleſtial deſignation. And give me leave to in- 
form you, Sir! (for whatever may be your {kill 
in the frivolous ſubtleties of municipal and ſtatute 
law, which J value as Mr. Burke valued, your pro- 
ficiency in the divine law ſeems the proficiency of 
a catechumen only) that the Chriſtian Revelation 
is not marked with a more charaCteriſtic, with a 
- more convincing, and a more awful, feature ;—with 
a pretenſion, that will better endure the moroſeſt 
ſcrutiny of found philoſophy,—than 'this predomi- 
nant attention in the Redeemer of mankind to the 
ſituation of his poorer brethren. Chriſt found the 
rich and noble immerſed in the abyſs of luxury 
and diſſipation; the Phariſees, Scribes, and Lawyers, 
| wholly engroſſed in the purſuit of ſecular intereſt, 
- by every mercenary artifice and every implement 
of oppreſſion and hypocriſy, amidſt a profound 
ignorance of important truths : in ſhort, all the 
higher claſſes of ſociety were devoted, he ſaw, to 
Belial and to Mammon; one going his way to ex- 
tortion f and rapacity; another to bis farm and to 
Aus merchandiſe}. The hearts of the poor only were 


Matthew, xi. 5, See remark xxiv. of my Evidences of 
_ * Chriftianity, ſecond edition. Governments, by their ow DE- 
'PRAVITIES AND IMPIETIES, make men vicious and poor, and 
 _ then—regle# and deſpiſe them. See Deuteronomy, xv. 4. 
and the marginal reading there, _ N 
+ Matthew, xxiii. 14.25, + Matthew, xxii. 3. 


( 4, }) 


that good- ground , weeded by. diſcipline, and fur- 
rowed by adverſity: for receiving and cheriſhing the 
ſeed. of Goſpel-truth. This, Sir John! is not the 
language of inſult and inflammation, but the un- 
exaggerated ſtatement of authentic hiſtory, as de- 
lineated by the pen of Immortality and Truth on 
the adamantine tablet of Revelation. | 


* e ; 


But this reſult of our Lord's intercourſe with his 
countrymen was nothing more than the comment 
of Experience on the text of Reaſon and Philo- 
ſophy. The admiſſion of knowledge can take place 
only through the medium of inclination and capacity. 
But with the preſent condition of the poor, capacity 
can never coaleſce ; with the general circumſtances 
of the rich, inclination is equally incompatible, I am 
not now propounding an univerſal truth in point of 
fal, but am ſtating merely the genuine tendencies 
of things. There can poſſibly be no pure evan- 
gelical religion predominant among mankind, till 
the extreme orders of fociety approach nearer 
and nearer to an union with each other. Reri- 
Sion and VIRTUE can only ſtand ſecure on the 
firm pedeſtal of KnowLepes. The common 
people muſt have that conſideration and care, that 
inſtruction and cultivation of intellect, from their 
rulers and ſuperiors, which they do not receive in 
this country, and which thoſe rulers and ſuperiors 
are not ſuitably ſolicitous to give: or they never 
can be efficient profeſſors of Chriſtianity. Gallio 
caretb for none of theſe. things Fo | 

I I ſpeak of no man in his private character, his 
ſocial affections, and domeſtic habits. I am per- 
ſuaded, that many of our miniſters, and yourſelf 
among the reſt, are in themſelves amiable and in- 


— 


* Matthew, Flt, 8. + Acts, xvill. 17, 


tereſting men, of ſentiments 50 endowments, that 
would demand my love and admiration, had I the 
honour of knowing and converſing with them. 
But, I aſk you, Sir! are their thoughts and time 
occupied by benevolent proviſions in a thouſand 
ways for the welfare of the ſubject, and of the pour 

eſpecially ; or in making advantageous contracts, 
in raiſing armies, in building navies, in ſtrifes about 
Offices and appointments in church and ſtate; and 
in all the multitudinous intereſts and intrigues of 
ſecularity and ambition? We all know the fact. 
It is daily preſent to our eyes and ears. Now theſe 
defects are not imputable to any native perverſities 
of diſpoſition, but to the incidental obliquities of 
fitvation; to the baneful counteraction of a ſyſtem 
radically wrong: which vitiates the ingenuous 
ſprings of action, and entombs the charities of ge- 
neral benevolence in the gulph of a moſt calamitous 
. SELFISHNESS, at once ſordid, hard-hearteo, inſatia. 
ble, and unrelenting. 

Sir! I feel emboldened by the dignity of my 
ſubject, and the animating principles which I am 
laying down“, to tell You and your MASTERS, that 
the promotion of knowledge and religion, the root 
and branches of all happineſs, temporal and eter- 
nal, is vor the RULING OBJECT of the ſtateſmen 
of Great Britain. And, though theſe defaulters 
may be acquitted in courts, where human juſtice 
- is accuſtomed to domineer, they muſt be pronounced 
guilty by a tribunal, which no chicanery can elude, no 
- emoluments can blind, no proſpects can ſeduce: 
guilcy, of opportunities unemployed, abuſed, or 
trampled under foot. The'reality, as it preſents it- 
ſelf before us, precludes all heſitation and uncer 
tainty. by their N Je ſhall know them BT: | 


% Viale, cxix, 46. 1 Matthew, vil. . 20, 
1 0 P 


| ®., 
n 
75 t; 8. 


(13) | 


The truth I; and THE Gor AvD FATHER of 
our Lord Jeſus Gbriſt, who is Bleſſed for evermore, 


Fi 


KNOWETH THAT, I LYE vor the whole cha- 


racter of human governments, all their views, and 
all their operations, are ſo exceedingly corrupt, 


fo abſoluteſy ſecular and carnal, fo diſeaſed in 


every part; ſo entirely wound, and brut Je, and putri- 


Hug 05 15 


As far pawns ble God and light of heaven, 
Amy the center thrice to th* u pole; — 


that a man muſt either neglect his duty to his 
creator and his fellow-creatures, he muſt abandon 


all his intereſt in the Goſpel and human happineſs, 


or by ſtating a M HRE racr, luminous, prominent, 
and unconcealable, endanger a proſecution | from 


fooliſh lawyers, who themſelves are an eſſential part 


of thoſe corruptions, for uttering. what they have 


the audacity to pronounce forſooth | scANDALOUS 


AND MALICIOUS LIBELS! He condemn theſe cor- 
ruptions to their face; and we appeal to our paci- | 
fic habits, to gur declared ſentiments, to our ge- 
neral connections, to the known tenour of our 


lives, for our ſincerity, our diſintereſtedneſs, and 
our ſimplicity, | in theſe tranſactions. Bitter wa- 
ters, we ſay, © muſt iſſue from. bitter fountain . 


e Out. of the abundance of the heart the mouth + 
60 #o eaketh F. If we have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs 


e of the evil |.” Their reply is ſummary, ſignifi- 
cant, and explicit. Away with ſuch a fellow 
« from the earth * * ! Away with him ! away with 
& POW it is not fit that he fooula live! Crucify him ! 


* 2 Corinthians, xi. 31. 4 Tfaiah, i. 6. 
+ James; i.. 4 Matthew, xli. 34. 
| John, xviii. . Acts, Xxxil. 22. 
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([ 4) 

* cruciſy him *!” You and your's, Mr. Attorney-ge- 
| neral! may do as ye pleaſe, and ſerve what Gods 
ye pleaſe: as for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord +. When the alternative preſents itſelf under 
ſuch an awful aſpect to the contemplation of my 
conſcience, no terrors of man ſhall force me from 

_ the path of duty I: no local and periſhable inſti- 

tutions, that profit by their own wrongs, ſhall ſu- 

perſede with me the prior and immutable obliga- 

tions of, eternal juſtice. I truſt, I ſhall ever bear 

in mind, and be bold to proclaim: before you, and 

any judicature in the univerſe, that true teſt of the 

Ja faith and fortitude of a Chriltian : Whbeſoever ſhall 
| : be ASHAMED of me and of my words, in this aDuL- 

 _ TEROVS AND SINFUL GENERATION, of bim alſo 
Pall the ſon of man be aſhamed, when be cometh in the 

glory of his Father with the boly Angels l. 
1 ſhall conclude theſe diſquiſitions upon the rich 
and poor by a very familiar, but apt and artleſs il- 
luſtration, in the genuine ſtyle of primeval ſimpli- 
city, by a man of moſt rare talents and accom- 
pliſhments, which I have long contemplated with 
admiration, WILLIAM PaLEy, a diſtinguiſhed 
dignitary in the church of England. Yet I muſt 

' premiſe, Sir John! this is not a fable, I recollect, 
that you have taken very unkindly my reſuſcitation 
to your memory of a moſt edifying apologue by 
our infantile preceptor sor, with the ſalutary 
moral of his interpreter, Dr. Croxall. Horreſco re- 
ferens! This renders me extremely ſolicitous by 
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timely premorition to Prelude your: apprehenſions 


on this occ 
If you ſhould ſee a flock of pigeons in a field 
of corn; and if (inſtead of each picking where, and 
what it liked, taking juſt as much as it wanted, 
and no anger oo ſhould ſee ny: of them 
thering all they got into a heap, reſerving no- 
thing for themſelves, but the chaff and reſuſe: 
ng this heap for one, and that the weakeſt 
per and worſt pigeon of the flock; ſitting 
round, and looking on all the winter, whilſt this 
one was devouring, throwing about and waſting it; 
and, if a pigeon more hardy or hungry than the 
reſt, touched a grain of the hoard, all the others 
inſtantly; flying upon it, and tearing it to pieces: 
il you ſhould ſee this, you would ſee nothing more 
than what is every day practiſed and eſtabliſned 
among men. Among men you ſee the ninety 
and nine, toiling and ſcraping together a heap of 
ſuperfluities for one, getting nothing for themſelves 
aft the while, but a little of the coarſeſt of the pro- 
viſion, which their own labour produces; and this 
one too, oftentimes the feebleſt and worſt of the 
whole ſet; a child, a woman, a madman, or a fool; 
looking quietly on, while they ſee the fruits of all 
their labour ſpent or ſpoiled ; and if one of them 
take or touch a particle of it, the others join a- 
gainſt him, and hang him for the theft.” 

2. In the next place, Sir! J offer you a choice 
between a moſt infamous miſrepreſentation of my 
meaning, or a ſtupidity moſt incorrigible. In p. 46 
of the pamphlet it is ſaid, I have now animad- 

« verted, as far as I thought ſufficient, but with 
K ſtudied lenity and a perpetual repreſſion of my 
e feelings from a conſideration of the diſtinguiſhed 
character, whom J oppoſe—.” You ſtopt ſhort 

at the word feelings, and interpreted the * 


— 


with- eſſential prejudice to the defendant on the 
minds of the jury, as a writer in the Monthiy Review 
had done before you, into a ſignification of a leſs 
rough treatment of the miniſters, than what my 
feelings and inclination prompted. When a hater 
of villainy, a wiaoiroryp©y, like myſelf, ſpeaks of whom 
he thinks nor the -leaſt of villains; under a ſenſe of 
duty to God, to ſociety, and himſelf,” he is not apt 
to be very timorous in the choice of his expreſ- 
ſions: not becaute he loves abuſive and inflamma- 
tory language, but becauſe truth is the idol of his 
heart, and he delights in characteriſing all hinge 
by their appropriate denominations. This adequacy 
of deſcription I intended to accomplith ; and this, 
even, I believe, in your own opinion, was actu- 
ally accompliſhed. - With what conſiſtency then 
(and conſiſtency is, I truſt, a part of my character) 
- could I be ſuppoſed to ſpeak of lenity and repreſſion 
of «my feelings in that view? Abſurd! No, Sir 
John! the context ſufficiently explains itfelf, as 
referring to my reſpect for the Biſhop only. The 
truth is, I have for ſome time paſt entertained an 
opinion, (but poſſibly an opinion moſt erroneous) 
that his views and conduct are too temporiſing for 
a man of his abilities and virtues; and that his 
- meaſures, relative to his divinity-profeſſorſhip at 
Cambridge, are obnoxious to peculiar: reprehen- 
fion : but I felt no deſire to deliver this opinion 
- againſt a prelate of ſuch diſtinguiſhed worth, in the 
| preſence of the public; a prelate, to whom I have 
often liſtened with admiration and improvement 
in the moſt maſterly diſcharge of his profeſſorial 
office in the ſchools; a prelate, whom I regarded, 
for his learning, his liberality, his intrepidity, and 
the maſculine vigour of his underſtanding, as the 
moſt luminous ornament of our alma mater; a pre- 


hoe 
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late, moreover, who had commiended me in his 
writings, and generouſly promoted 'my tranſlation 
of the New Teſtament ſome years ago. I now 
ſtate theſe things with pain and reluctance; though 
my cenſure be merely hypothetical, but my com- 
mendation, hearty, and beyond diſpute. If, how- 


ever, this declaration be of any moment to him- 
ſelf, or to the public, the acknowledgments * are 


due to the critical exercitations, Sir John! of a 
moſt bungling ſcholiaſt on my pamphlet; and are 
confeſſions wrung from me by torture for a vindi- 
X77 Cd Te 

3. Your production, Sir ! of that cheap edition 
of my pamphlet, without an intention to enquire 


into its origin, and connection with us, was infidious 
and malignant in a degree, to which no ſeverity of 


language could do more than juſtice. Beſides that 
copy, Which you ſeem to have reſerved for your 
private peruſal in your cloſet, theſe eyes never ſaw 
but ane: and that one was icnt me by a friend: and 
Cuthell is ſo entirely free from all imputation of 
this Kind, that I believe % pounds would not have 
induced him to fell another of the pamphlets after 
your arreſt, had he kept one in his poſſeſſion : but 
in truth I immediately ordered them all away; nor 
did any bookſeller, in the midſt of abundant appli- 
cations, ever obtain a ſingle copy from me for ſale 
to this very day; to the deſtruction of a gay vi- 
ſion of emolument, which was dancing with moſt 
alluring ſplendors before my eyes. To be ſure, 
from a reſpectful homage, which no man pays more 
willingly than myſelf to worth in exalted ſtations, 
and from a deſire, which I hope always to feel, of 


2 — — Qquæ hc amentia eſt? 
Enimvero prorſus jam tacere non queo; | 
Nam cogis, ea, quæ nolo, ut præſente hoc loquar, 
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gratifying, to che utmoſt of my ability, every fel- 
low- creature, biped, quadruped, or multiped, within 
the per of my benevolence ; from theſe princi- 
ples, I ſay, I contrived to convey a copy, but indi- 
rely, on his grace's application, to the Arcy- 
BISHOP of CANTERBURY, and ſeveral other perſo- 
nages of diſtinction.— But iron and clay will not 
incorporate. Surreptitious editions, and clandeſ- 
tine contrivances for filthy lucre, come not into con- 
tact with my character. Such charges are repelled 
by me, as the ſpears of the ſeven brechren were re- 


ö pelled, fruſtrate and innoxious, by we cœleſtial ar- 
mour 92 Encas: "II 


— een clypeogu reſultant ; 
ma 5 5 

I am 4 fool in n glorying ; but you have com- 
pelled me. 

4. Now, Sir! permit me to o exhibit the progreſs 
of our- trials in the naked ſimplicity of facts; and 
then to ſubjoin my comments. 1 pledge my ve- 
racity with the public for the fidelity of this nar- 
rative, and leave your pride, or your condeſcenſion, 
to obviate thoſe reflections to the diſadvantage of 
your boaſted: candour, which muſt neceſſarily ariſe 
in impartial breaſts, by ſuch explanations or refuta- 
; tions, as you may chooſe to offer, 

Catch received, a copy of his r jurors 
on June 23d. —theſe jurors were not reduced till 
July 4th. - out of the twenty-four remaining after 
the cuſtomary reduction, one was dead, and ano- 
ther in a ſtate of mental derangement, and under 
profeſſional diſcipline for his diſorder : — the trial 
was fixed for the 6th. at Weſtminſter, two days 
es 1 pat off the trial, becauſe the full num- 


2 + Daniel, li. 43. 
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ber of ju ] aye did not appear in court. In conſe- 
quence this, ordan was tried firſt, at Guildhall 
on the 17th of the ſame month. 
Now 227 remarks are theſe, — ARRIGE AURES, 
PAMPHILE | 1 
Cuthell, who had fold my works; or rather my 
opuſeilla, but had never publiſhed, either for me, or 
any human wight, a ſingle page before this won- 
der-working bantling was erer! into light by his 
obſtetric hand; Cuthell, I ſay, knew no more of 
its contents, at the time he ſold ir, than ſome folks 
know of the true principles of religious and civil 
hberty : viz. juſt no/bing at all. Therefore, if ever 
there was a man of abſolutely innotent intention in 
any reſpect whatever, Cuthell was that man in this. 
Certainly then, it could not be for the advantage of 
a cauſe, which wanted to make out a charge of 
ſeveral ſcundalous, malicious, and ſeditions libels, (mercy | 
on me! what diabolical language !) to BEGIN with 
Cuthell. Accordingly, ſo ſmall an interval was 
allowed (mark this) for the ſummoning of a jury 
from various parts of the country, near and remote, 
as rendered it morally certain, that a ſufficient num- 
ber would NoT ATTEND. Nay, from my expe- 
rience of the penny-poſt and its irregularities, even 
if the ſummons were punctually and immediately 
ſent, it is highly probable, that fome of theſe jurors 
would not receive their citation to appear before 
the time when the trials would begin on the morn- 
ing of the 6th. Beſides, . unleſs a premeditated 
with to put off Cuthell's trial had ſubſiſted, why was 
not the proper chance-of attendance given, by fill. 
ing up that deficiency of the two cyphers from 
death and frenzy, as before ſtated * Obſerve then 
the conſequence. By this management in evading 
| Cuthell's trial, the brunt of the battle falls on Jor- 
dan or on Johnſon; men, according to my eſtimation 
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of things, juſt as innoxious, in the article of publi. 
cation, as Cuthell himſelf ; becauſe no real guilt 
can attach in my mind to any publication of the 
fort: but Jordan and Johnſon were not, as pub. 
liſhers, ſo novel, and therefore ſo unexceptionable, 
as Cuthell, in the eye of the law and the accuſer; 
and, of courſe, a verdict was more likely to be ob- 
tained againſt them, than Cuthell. The thing 
ſpeaks loudly and diſtinctly enough for itſelf; 
otherwiſe, aggravation and confirmation of this ar- 
tifice are at hand, Step forth, and defend yourſelf, 
if you can. Had ſuch a pitiful and inſidious im- 

ulſe as this miſſed its way, and ſtraggled into my 
ant" I ſhould have had the magnanimity, I hope, 
to exclaim with Dido: : 

Sed mihi vel tellus optem prius ima dehiſcat, 

Vel Pater omnipotens adigat me fulmine ad umbras, 
Pallentes umbras Erebi, noctemque profundam, 

Ante, Pudor! quam te violo, aut tua jura reſolvo. 


The man, who is influenced by other motives and 
affeftions,—T envy not the ſenſations of his breaſt, 
5. I cannot help remarking, (endure the fancies, 
- Sir John! of a dull ſcholaſtic mole, blundering 

about above ground in the glare of day; the dim 
curtain of whoſe optics repels the ſharp rays from 
the *w;/dom of our ance/tors) I cannot help remaræ- 
ing, that the privilege of reply in the accuſer, which 
gives time for the impreſſions of the defence to riſe 
up and diſappear from the minds of a jury, weary 
and ſomnolent from the length of trial, is not only 
a molt palpable violation of all. ſpeculative juſtice, 
but ſtands jn diametrical oppoſition to the ſpirit of 


_ Engliſh law; which affects, I believe, unuſual ten- 


dernels for the accuſed, and a generous intereſt in 
his misfortune. Then cgmes the ſummary ſtate- 
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ment of the judge; who, like every other mortal 
compoſition of earth and water *, is ſubject to the 
wayward operations of pride, prejudice, and affec- 
tion; who, from the nature of things, muſt, in 
cauſes like this, be diſinelined to patronize and 
protect the accuſed party ; and will gloſs, exagge- 
rate, diſtort, and conceal, accordingly, _ 


6. Let me now proceed to a very momentous 


and extenſive theorem, which I -mean to maintain 
in its fulleſt latitude ; The privilege of diſcuſſing 
through the preſs EVERY TOPIC Of HUMAN cox- 


TROVERSY, moral, political, or religious, without a 


ſingle exception whatſoever, 


— — Major rerum mihi naſcitur ordo : 
Majus opus moveo. 


Now I moſt readily acknowledge myſelf to be 


one of thoſe inapprehenſive ſouls, who never could 
deſcry the relation between puniſument and opinion. 
The connection, I allow, of the pillory and obedi- 


ence, of a fine. and ſilence, of impriſonment and future 
inactivity, is diſcoverable by me, as well as by 


other men: but ſhew me, I entreat you, by ſome 


common rule, the correſpondence between fine, im- 
priſoanment, and pillory, with illumination, confutation, 


and conviction, ſolid and ſincere, if you be able f. 


* AN dels he MAYTES USWO Hou YOUR eme: 
A Uh 5 8 E Hom. II. H. 99. 
+ You and Pitt ſeem to be perfect Unbrians in your no- 
tions. When a controverſy ariſes between theſe people, 
they put on their armour, and ght it out with genuine hoſ- 
tility : and They, who deſtroy their adverſary, are deemed to 
have been right in their opinion. See Stobæus, eth. ecl. 10. 
So ye two acknowledge no umpires of truth, but pifols and 
parobments; and, if ye can but impriſon or kill your men, ye 


call that guftice, 
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Tt ſeems to me juſt as rational to inveſtigate the 
menſuration of the earth's diameter by the applica- 
tion of a = ir of ſcales, or to penetrate the anti- 
podes with Herſchel's teleſcope. Mental convic- 
| 1 and corporeal d. commodity, intimidation and 
knowledge, are not converging rays, coincident at 
laſt, though at a very diſtant point ;—are not the 
aſymptote and it's hyperbola, which indefinitely ap- 
rs each other, as they are mutually extended ; 
ut are parallel lines, preſerving the fame reſpeCtive 
diſtance for ever and for ever, without all poſſibi- 
lity of incipient eee through * 
ſpace. 

« But certain opinions are derdimencat: to the 
4 welfare of ſociety.” Opinions may be, but not 
the diſcuſſion of theſe opinions: which, if they be 
dangerous, can be exploded eventually and effec- 
tually by no other means, than thoſe of free en- 
quiry. Truth can only be eſtabliſhed on the baſis 
of unreſtrained examination: ſhe can only triumph 
through the conflict of contending reaſons. 

9 But your publication is libellous, ſeditious, 
& and contrary to law.” What law? the laws of 
philoſophy; the laws of Ho 16 or the laws of truth and 
reaſon ? On ſubjects of ſpeculation I can acknow- 
| ledge no laws 898 theſe; laws, antecedent and ſu- 
periour to all political regulations under heaven. 
Parliaments, lord chief juſtices, and attorneys-ge- 
neral, can claim no authority, can exerciſe no 
Juriſdiction, in this high tribunal of unalienable 
right. If they can, let them produce their cre- 
dentials; let them ſubſtantiate the YO of 
their prerogative, 


—— Quid hoc rei eſt ? Regnumne, Xſchine! heic tu 
| pollides ? Ve 
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But Sir Jam Scott ſays, © I THINK theſe ſenti- 
&* ments wrong and pernicious. Marcus Tullius 
negat. Gilbert Wakefield ſays, xo. And what right, 
I wiſh to be informed, can one man claim, diſtin& 
from power, and tyranny, and uſurpation, to dictate 
creeds, and to preſcribe ſentiments, for another? 
Let vs put an extreme caſe upon this queſtion, 
which will abundantly elucidate, and indubitably 
decide, the edu t I mean the publication of 
Paine's Age of Reaſon. „„„%%ͤ ͥ ͥmũ.ꝰ ed "@ um 
Never do I feel myſelf, I confeſs, ſo inclined to 1 
miſtruſt the ſolidity of my own deciſions, however W 
conſcious of a rectitude of purpoſe, as when I differ | 
from men of elevated genius and fine accompliſh- 

ments. I diſſent, for example, on this occaſion 

from MR. ERSEKIxEJ; a man, who is all illumina- 
tion, all energy, all intelligence ! 


4 


Inſigne mceſtis præſidium reis, 
Et conſulenti Pollio curiæ. 


But I am ready to diſcloſe the reaſons of my 
perſuaſion, and to liſten with purged ears and un- 
biaſſed affections to the arguments of an opponent. 

[ll theſe arguments, however, be ſtated and en- 
forced, to that perſuaſion I muſt adhere. 


2 Claudus viator omnia certiora fert: - 
A lame traveller brings the beſt intelligence. Not 
unfrequently we grovelling mortals, of flow facul- 
ties and painful drudgery, ſtumble upon truths, as 
Gulliver in Brobdingnac againſt the ſnail-horn, which 
eſcape the rapid march and ſublime contemplations 
Z oO eget RT a 
There never was, I poſitively aver, a more de- 
teſtable publication, a more infamous compound 


e 


| | ; 
of arrogance, effrontery, and wickedneſs, than 
Paine's Age of Regſon; and I demonſtrated my opi- 
nion of that performance by a reply to both parts, 
in a ſtyle and manner, which moſt people thought 
offenſive and intemperate, but which alone could 
convey in commenſurate. expreſſion my genuine 
judgement of ſo foul a work. But' I would. not 
forcibly ſupprefs this book ; much lefs would [ 
puniſi (O] my God! be ſuch wickedneſs far from 
me: or leave me deſtitute of thy favour in the midſt 
of this perjured and ſanguinary generation ) much 
leſs would I puniſh, by fine or impriſonment, from 
any poſſible conſideratjon, the publiſher, or author, 
of thoſe pages. b ; 

Prudential motives would prevent me: becauſe 
ſuch interdiction ſerves only to excite the reſtleſs 
curioſity of mankind; and the reſtraints of law 
give freſh vigour to circulation. 1 

Motives of philoſophy would prevent me: becauſe 
enquiry. and diſcuſſion are hereby provoked ; and 
| ſparks of truth, which would otherwiſe have been 
cConcealed for ever, are elicited by the colliſion of 
debate; to the unſpeakable emolument and illu- 
mination of mankind, in the promotion of mutual 
forbearance and eſteem, in the furtherance of va- 
luable knowledge, and in the conſequent propaga- 
tion of all happineſs and virtue. Truth can never 
ſuffer from argument and enquiry; but may be 
eſſentially injured by the tyrannous interference of 
her pretended advocates. Impede her energies by 
the pains and penalties of law; and, like the Fax 
of Virgil, ſhe will creep along the ground, dimi- 
nutive in ſtature, and ſhrunk with apprehenſion : 
give free ſcope to all her tendencies; and ſhe wil 
ſoon collect her might, dilate herſelf to the fullneſs 
of her dimenſions, and reach the ſtars. 


. 
9 „ 5 | 
Parva metu primo; mox ſeſe attollit in aura, 
Ingrediturque ſolo, et caput inter nubila condit , 


Arives of juſtice would deter me. Why ſhould 


J refuſe another that privilege of thinking and 


writing, which I claim and exerciſe myſelf? 


Motives of humanity would deter me. 1 ſhould 
think with horror on the puniſhment of any man 


for his Selief; in which he has no difcretionary 


power, but is neceſſarily ſwayed by the controlling 
deſpotiſm of arguments and reaſons: and at what 


licence or patent ſhop ſhall I purchaſe a gag to ſi- 


lence him? Or what ſhall hinder him from form- 
ing the fame unfavourable judgement of my opi- 
nions, and purſuing in his turn the ſame meaſures 


ol intimidation and coercion with myſelf ? 


i A 


* Blackſtone, Comm. iv. 11. ſays extremely well: To 
e ſubject the preſs to the reſtrictive power of a licenſer, is to 
« ſubject all freedom of ſentiment to the | rage] of one 
lible judge of all 


man, and make him the arbitrary and infa 
% controverted points in learning, religion, and govern- 
„ ment.“ But this highly reſpectable writer was not aware 
of the inconſiſtency of this declaration with the ſubſequent 


and preceding paragraphs. „ If a man publiſhes what is 


« improper, miſchievous, and illegal, he muſt take the con- 
« ſequence of his own temerity.” And, . To puniſh, as the 


« law does at preſent, any dangerous or offenſive writings, 
« which, when publiſhed, ſhall on a fair and impartial trial 


be adjudged of a pernicious tendency, is neceſſary for the 
« preſervation of peace and good order, of government and 


religion; the only ſolid foundations of civil liberty,” That 
is, the judgement in this caſe ſhall be transferred from the 


prejudices of one man to the prejudices of another ; from the 


ee ſtudent, to a craftſman eſſentially intereſted in 
thoſe corruptions, which this ſtudent has been attempting to 
develop and expoſe : and the final award reſts with the pre- 


judices of a majority, which varies through all the numbers 


between zzwelve and one; and that one pollibly a tailor or —. 
f 8 


In ſuch glaring inconſiſtencies are even the moſt ſenſible 


and candid writers embarraſſed, when they are engaged to 
ſupport a ſyſtem, and acknowledge no rules of reaſon, but 
precedents, and the æiſdom of their anceſtors. ö 


8 
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— —— — Heu! heu! 
Quam t temere in 1 nosmet legem ſancimus 1 Aae bt 


Thus. the file and goodly creation of the Al- 
mighty is to be converted into a howling wilder- 
neſs of ſavage beaſts, ee A and Wor- 
rying each other. 

Laſtly, MoTrIVES OF RELIGION / would Aer 
me from moleſting any writer for the publication 
of his ſentiments. No propoſition in nature is 
more luminouſly depicted on the pages of the 
Goſpel by the ſun- beam of Revelation, than this 
before us. When“ the ſervants of the houſeholder 
came to inform their maſter, that tares were ſp 
up among the wheat; and enquired, whether they 
ſhould go and pluck them up: he replied in theſe 
memorable words; words of intellig ible purport 
and indiſputable application: Nay ; ft, while ye 
yather up the tares, YE ROOT UP ALSO THE WHEAT 
WITH THEM.—LET BOTH GROW TOGETHER UN- 
TILL THE HARVEST : and, in the time of harveſt, I 
will ſay to the rea pers, Gather ye together firſt: the 
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them ; but ga- 
4 the wheat into my barn. 
|  . 'Youſee, Sir John! that Chrift has taken the ex- 
ecution of theſe judgements on the mind into his 
own hands, and will ſettle them himſelf at the 
Grand- Aſſize in the general reſurrection of the juſt 
and unjuſt: and will you preſume to oppoſe your 
precedents and ſtatutes to the divine deciſion ; your 
parchment- rolls to his book of life r? in which I 
hope your name has been alſo written from. the 
e 4 the world ＋. | Remember, HE- COMBTH 


* Matthew, X111, 24 47; one of thoſe amilitudes of i in- 
imitable beauty ſo common in theſe books: ſimilitudes, un- 
rivalled in the repoſitories of human ingenuity and invention. 

7 rn! iv. 3. f ü Revelations, xiii. 8. 
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QUICKL 1. Huld that faſt which chou 1 i that” 
no man take thy crown*. There is no mention of 
delivering over to the fecular arm for Wieſe things in 


THE WORD or Gop! 


Again, When f a council of Jewiſh prieſts and 
| Rabbis (the pompous Prelates, Chief-Fuſtices, and 
Attorneys- General, of thoſe days) were aſſembled 
to deviſe ſome puniſbment of Peter and the other 


apoſtles, for preaching the name of Jeſus in oppoſi- 


tion to the practices of theſe depraved rulers; 
Gamaliel, a Phariſee and Doctor of the law, roſe 


up, and gave this advice, irreſiſtibly cogent and 


convincing: 
Refrain from theſe men, and LET THEM ALONE. 


For, if this counſel, or this work, be of men, it will 


come to nought ; but, if. it be of God, ye cannot aver- 
throw it; left haply oY found TO FIGHT AGAINST 
60D. 7 

The council had the fm and ths. 
ration to follow theſe ſenſible directions. And 


will you, Sir! audaciouſly ſet yourſelf up for a 
Seounyes, a fighter againſt God? A worm, a reptile 
of the duſt, under an abſurd pretence of religion 


and ſocial order, take arms a gainſt his Saviour, 
and trample under foot the expreſs injunctions of 
God himſelf? Never let it be ſaid of you, Sir 


John! that you had ſpace to repent, and repemnt< 


aaT. 

Theſe are a ſummury of my reaſons for a 
liberty of the preſs perfectly unreſtrained, on 
all poſſible topics of inveſtigation and debate 
Through the benign influence of this liberty, and 
a vigorous cultivation of our intellect under a poli- 


tical ſyſtem, at ONCE generous, . and ener- 


* Revelations, i 1 Acts, v. 33—41 A moſ 
e and edifying piece of hiſtory, _ 
1 Revelatlon, ll, 21, 
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getic, Philoſophy in all her branches — expand 
with genial fertility, Taſte and Learning would thrive 
with Full luxuriance, Reaſon would reign trium- 
phant, and Revelation would ſpeedily wave the croſs 
on her victorious banners through the extremities 
of the globe. A cubic inch of air can dilate itſelf 
through the prodigious ſphere of Saturn's orbit. 
Man would approximate by illimitable advances 
to that perfection, which the Goſpel * exhorts 
him to attain. The kingdoms of he world would 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt f. 
Pains and penalties, impriſonments and murders, 
the diabolical implements of corrupt unrege- 
nerated men! would be ſuperſeded by gentleneſs 
and philanthropy, perſuaſion, mutual forbearance, 
univerſal love. Tyranny, with all her lictors, 
a foul and fanguinary train would be confounded 
and confurmed by the brightneſs I of the divine 
preſence ;. and their memorial blotted out far ever. 
From the rifins of the ſun to the going down 
thereof, - incenſe would be offered to the name of 
Jeſus ; and a pure offering 9. | 


'Phofphore? redde diem. Quid gaudia noſtra merais? 
Cæſare Venturo;. ee > ! redde diem. 


But ! feel no inelination to dd this fubjet 
further. I am impatient to reſume the tenor of 
my ſtudies, which 1 leave with extreme reluctance : 
and to conclude this addreſs. 

In theſe remonſtrances, and in every thing which 
J have written, no perſonal reſentments, no indi- 
rect views of ſelfiſhneſs or ambition, have wrought 
upon my mind: my motive is a ſimple wilh to 

contribute my: beſt efforts to the melioration of 


* Matthew, v. 48. \ + Nie xi. 15. 
+ 2 Theſſalonians, ü. ö $ Malachi, i. 11. 


. 
human. life, and the promotion of human happi- 
neſs, temporal and eternal. Edicts, and. ſtatutes, | 
and courts, and laws of men, the periſhable pro- 
duce of ignorance and depravity, have been over- 
looked by me in the adjuſtment of my lite and 
actions, with eyes devoutly raiſed, and immove- 
ably directed, to the revealed will of God. This 
alone, in the general inundation of earthly things, 
amidſt the wreck of mortal inſtitutions and devices 
by the waves .of time, will continue it's career, 
uninjured and unmoleſted, on the ocean of eternity. 
If the prefent miniſtry were at this moment de- 
prived of their ſtations, even with my opinion of 
their ſuperlative demerits, it is utterly impoſſible 
for a fingle wiſh, that even @ Hair of their heads * 
ſhould periſh by violence, to intrude into my bo- 
ſom: and I moſt ſolemnly declare, that I look 
upon the conduct of you, Sir John! on that of my 
lord Kenyon, and the reſt of your affociates, with 
your advantages of education and knowledge— 
ſo occupied as ye. are in moleſting and pong 
your fellow. creatures; with ſentiments o ſtoniſh- 
ment and horror, to which language could not 
eaſily do juſtice. By the late deciſion at Guildhall, 
have become alas ! the involuntary acceſſory to a 
complete annihilation of the liberty of the preſs in 
this country, as far as an oppoſition to the mea- 
ſures of the preſent adminiſtration is concerned: 
| becauſe your object is accompliſhed ; and no book- 
ſeller of eſtabliſhed fame and fortune will chooſe to 
interfere in future with publications of this com- 
plexion: nor indeed can a writer of humanity ſoli- 
cit ſuch interference with ſatisfaction to himſelf. 
Our rylers muſt be now conſigned, in ſilent hope or 
expectation, to the + nes but e proces 


OM Luke, xxi. 18. 
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of diltolution from innate radical depravity; a diſ- 
ſolution as ſure, as the tendencies of vice and virtue 
to terminate reciprocally in proſpei ity or ruin under 
a divine adminiſtration of the univerſe. What I 
moſt cordially lament, as an evil for which com- 
penſation lies beyond my power, is the ſerious in- 
conveniencies, too probably impendent over thoſe, 
who are totally guiltleſs of this ill-ſtarred tranſac- 
5 tion in all' it 8 relations and — ; 


Me, me! e ok forks : in me convertite ferrum, 
O! Rutuli! Mea fraus omnis : ;—nihil me nec auſus, 
Nec potuit — *. 


When I read ſuch paſſages A this.in my rule of 
es : Aud they departed from the preſence of the coun- 
„ REJOICING that they were counted worthy to ſujjer 
| 2 for the name of Jeſus f: what a contemptible 
poltroon, what an odious apoſtate, ſhould I regard 
myſelf; how unworthy the eſtimation of my fellow- 
Citizens, and even life itſelf, were I to ſhrink in 
the hour of trial from any conſequences attendant 
on a bold undiſguiſed teſtimony in behalf of op- 
: preſſed and vilified humanity, againſt a ſtem of 
enormous peculation, of boundleſs prodigality, and 
remorſeleſs cryelty ＋1 
Doubtleſs, it is a true ſaying, and worthy of all 
credence : The ſpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſb 
is weak |. Under a proſecution of that conduct, 
which I have preſcribed to myſelf, and from which, 
1 truſt, no terrors will divert me; I had much 
rather, I do not diſſemble, continue my lucubra- 
| tions, e and diſcouraging as they are, in 


* Virgil, En. ix. 427. | + Ads, v. 41. 
t Summum crede nefas animam præferre pudori, 
Et propter vitam vivendi e cauſſas. 
JuUvENAL, viii. 83. 
n Matthew, xxyi, 41. 
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this ſtudy, than be transferred to the bridewell in 
Cold-Bath-Fields ; whither my fellow-labourers and 
brother libellers, Smith and Birks, are gone before 
me! and be thus excluded, like them, for years 
[HzarR, O! Hravens, and orveE tar, O! 
ARTH * !) from father and mother, brother and ſiſ- 
ter, wife and child, relative and friend, except by a 
remote view and reſtrained converſe, of which J 
have partaken, through iron grates , with ruffians 
by your ſide, ſcowling ferocity and menace. But 
in the glorious cauſe of human rights and national 
deliverance, and to bring an odium on the meaſures 
of ungodlineſs and deſpotiſm, I could endure more 
than this, not only with cheerfulneſs, but with 
exultation. Perhaps, an intercourfe with my books, 
the faithfulleſt friends and the pleaſanteſt compani- 
ons of a good conſcience, amidft all the perturba- 
tions of terreſtrial things, and all the viciſſitudes of 
time and place , might be conceded me, by theſe 
men alſo, (not loſt, peradventure, to all defire of 
eſtimation with their leſs ferocious. and obdurate - 
advocates, nor eſtranged from all conſideration of 


* ——— ſed Luna videt, ſed Sidera teſtes 
Intendunt oculos. '» JUuvENAL, vill. v. 49. 

+ This is a literal unexaggerated fact, on which I ſtake my 
character for honour and veracity with the public. After 

an ocular evidence of this treatment, and other efforts for 
redreſs, I wrote to Dr. Glaſ/z, a dignified clergyman in the 
Church, and one of the viſitors of this priſon; concluding, 
that a ſcholar and a Chriſtian might be induced to commi- 
ſerate the condition of theſe bookſellers. But in vain. Nay, 
the Doctor threatened to lay my correſpondence with him 
before the Priwvy-Council: an idea, which met with great en- 
coura gement from me. I have the letters ſtill by me, and at 
their ſervice: es, OD ok OR 

IT Ov cr ade arvy ing avlownvys 
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